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 Demand for all types of Earth Science 
professionals (that will be you, soon) is 
steady

◦ Increasing need for Earth resources (water, land, 
energy, gas, metals, rare earth elements, light 
elements (Li for those batteries), etc, etc)

◦ Increasing age of existing Earth Science workforce

◦ Small supply of new Earth Science folks



 2025-2026 academic year courses
 Changes in faculty
 Opportunities
 Activities and Support



 Bachelor of Arts
◦ Geology Major

 Bachelor of Arts in Education
◦ Earth Science (Elementary) Major
◦ Earth Science (Secondary) Major
◦ Earth Science/General Science (Secondary) Major

 Bachelor of Science
◦ Geology Major
◦ Geophysics Major

 Masters of Science in Geology
◦ Geology MS

 Geology Minor
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 35-45 students majoring
 76-85 credits
 Flexible, liberal-arts model that meets 

professional standards
 Lighter requirements of supporting science 

courses



 Over 125 students majoring as of Spring 2025
 104-117 credits
 More in-depth geology and supporting 

math and physical science
 Requires field mapping courses (field camp)



 10-15 majors typically
 Joint program with Physics&Astronomy
 More math and
 Advising and organization for degree 

planning



 45 current MS majors
 45 credits of courses,12-16 credit thesis
 Competitive admissions
 Support as TA, RA, Rady Scholar



 ~50 students majoring
 108-117 credits
 Interdisciplinary model
 Cohort based course sequences
 Admission by application
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A minor degree can be an excellent addition to your WWU 
experience
 English: Professional Writing Minor
◦ 25 credits of writing including technical writing

 Materials Science Minor
◦ 23-36 credits of Materials, Chem, Geol, Physics

 Environmental Studies: 
◦ GIS Minor
 22-24 credits of GIS courses
◦ Disaster Risk Reduction Minor
 24-27 credits of hazards and planning courses
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 Declaring as a Geology major or minor:

◦ Drop by the office (ES 240), or email Hye In Park, 
our Undergraduate Program coordinator 
(parkh23@wwu.edu)

◦ It is as easy as that!



 Geology web page: https://geology.wwu.edu/

 lots of good information

 The official WWU Catalog: Geology Catalog 
Content

https://geology.wwu.edu/
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 Kristina Walowski (F 2025) and Allison Pfeiffer (Sp 
2026) will be on leave

 Sue DeBari retired this past year, Bob Mitchell is in 
his final half-time year, will retire in Sp 2026

 Conducting search for Hydrogeologist this year- 
interviews in W 2026- stay tuned!



 The Geology Department offers several 
scholarships each year ($500 to >$6000)

 Other groups- Mt Baker rock and gem club, 
Whidbey Island pebble-pushers, etc- also 
offer nice scholarships

 Make sure your interests and experiences are 
set up in the new Scholarship Portal



 WWU Geology Clubs-(DIG)

 professional organizations

 AEG: 
http://www.aegweb.org/

 SEG: 
http://www.segweb.org/



 New planning feature in catalog

 Select program of study you want:

◦ Geology Programs

 Click on “paper sheet icon”- and get a nifty 
planning guide
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 WWU BS-Geology or Geophysics undergraduates 
have very good graduate school success rates

 MS degree: considered “terminal” degree for 
professional/industry geoscientists

 PhD programs: degree needed for academic 
positions, research labs, etc

 Application “season” is starting now
 “how to apply to grad school”- presentation TBA.



 To work as a professional geologist in many 
states (WA included) you must have a license

 Educational requirement (36 credits upper 
division Geology courses, 21 from a list of 
specific topics

 When courses completed, take the ASBOG 
license exam



 Earth materials (combination of mineralogy and petrology)
 Economic geology
 Engineering geology (or geomechanics)
 Field camp
 Geomorphology
 Geophysics
 Geochemistry
 Hydrogeology (or groundwater hydrology)
 Mineralogy
 Petrology
 Sedimentology
 Stratigraphy
 Structural geology



 Spring tests: March 19-20, 2026
 Fall tests: October 1-2, 2026
◦ Sign up in advance- deadlines for 2026 tbd, but will 

be soon

 If you sign up while you are a student, the 
Geology Department will pay for some, or all, 
or your test fees (thank you generous 
donors!)

 More info in future presentations



 Required for BS Geology majors

 field camp will require medical sign-off in 
advance

 Summer 2026 planning will start in December
◦ Initial meetings to plan
◦ Need to prepare
◦ Stay tuned!



 Winter 2026
◦ Registration starts Nov 4
◦ newer majors: Geol 212, 213, 306*, 310*, 311*, 

316, 318*, 340, 352*
 Pre-reqs! (Chemistry, Math, and Physics) 

◦ Continuing majors: Geol 306*, 310*, 311, 316, 
318*, 352*, 406*

◦ Junior/Senior majors: Geol 406*, 428*, 460*, 463*, 
473*, 497Z*



 Spring 2026
◦ Newer majors: Geol 212, 213, 309, 310*, 311*, 316

◦ Continuing majors: Geol 316, 397J, 406*, 415

◦ Junior/Senior majors: Geol 397J*, 406*, 415*, 417, 
452, 456, 469



◦ Winter 2026 Faculty search- Hydrogeologist 
interviews

◦ Spring 2026- call for summer undergraduate and 
graduate student research support



 What is my paragraph?
◦ When you ask a faculty to write you a reference 

letter- for graduate school, for a job, etc- 

 What will they be able to say about you?

 What have you been able to do to put your own unique 
“stamp” on your degree?



 Excel in a class-based research project
 Complete a senior thesis
 Work with faculty and other students on a 

project
 Work as an intern
 Teach as a teaching fellow
 Volunteer for activities, open house, etc
 Present a poster or talk at a meeting



 The Geology email listserve
◦ Events, jobs/internships, scholarships, etc
◦ You will soon receive an invitation email

 Talk with faculty
 Join an organization (AEG, GSA, AGU, etc)

 Join a student club:
◦ DIG!
 
◦ The AEG chapter
 



 Please check your email- WWU email is 
official communication medium
◦ Events, jobs/internships, scholarships, etc

 Keep things clean

 Lock up when you are done

 Have an excellent year!
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